 This is my reply to an online interview With Linda Seida of the Lambertville Beacon April 10, 2007

 

Age:   54

 

Education: 

AA Business Administration Bucks County Community College/two years at Rider College/Extension courses at Penn State University in Dairy Sciences/ Houston Marine Training Center/Brigade of The American Revolution Black Powder Artillery Certification/Pennsylvania Historical Museum Commission Black Powder Safety School.

 

Occupation: 

Merchant Marine Officer/United States Coast Guard Passenger Captain Coryell's Ferry Boat Rides.  Owner and operator Gerenser's Exotic Ice Cream starting our 60th season this year.

 

Your background in community service or government: (I know you have served on the council, but I'm not sure of the years or length of service.) Two terms-eight years as Judge of Elections and 4 years New Hope Borough Council 1998 to 2001.  Vice president New Hope Chamber of Commerce 5 years.  Co-founder and press secretary Independent Merchants Association.  Founder of The Coryell's Ferry Militia and presenter of the annual "Monroe Crossing" event.  Official “General George Washington” for Washington’s Crossing Historic Park.

 

What do you feel you can contribute, and what do you hope to achieve, as a member of the Borough Council?  

I love this town.  I can bring to the table what I always do...  create dialog.  Listen to people’s concerns, have them feel welcome in the process of Governing the Borough. I am most interested in finding the best answer to preserving the Historic Value of the Central Historic District.  I want to find mechanisms to preserve the open space architecture in the downtown area thus ensuring the property values of all of the residents who are not in the downtown Historic District.  Council needs to recognize that the Health of the Business community will directly impact on homeowner’s property values.  If the Central Historic District is cannibalized for "Condos" then that increased demand for services will cause property taxes and school taxes to sky rocket!  We must curb the "enthusiastic" destruction of the town and give residents a fair voice to express those objections.

 

What do you see as the top two or three issues facing New Hope, and why?   

 

1.  The primary issue is the loss of our town identity.  I am not merely speaking about buildings...I am referring to the fact that New Hope has represented a refuge for people of every race, stripe and flavor.  Offering them a safe haven to express themselves.  An over zealous Government has attempted to "beat out" that spirit.  Somehow it has become O.K. to make the great and uninhibited spirit of New Hope homogenized like the rest of bland America.  The strength of New Hope has been in its quirky, eccentric and very independent people.  I want to honor that spirit because I love those people and the inventiveness that quirkiness represents.

I want to see the restaurants and nightclubs operate without fear from punitive enforcement of Borough Codes.  The restaurants and clubs have been a focus of New Hope being a great place to live and experience.  A few malcontents have lobbied to curtail anything except the blandest of operations.  People are afraid to make too much noise ( punitive noise ordinance).  Many, not all of the restaurants received threatening letters a few years ago stating that the Borough Government would bring down the wrath of the LCB if restaurants didn’t strictly comply with every aspect of the letter of the law.  Some restaurants now close early for fear of being held accountable for activities that during a happier time were accepted.  Some restaurants now actually mouth support for more social engineering, such as the contemplated “no smoking ban”.

 

2.  Because our people have such unusual and varied ideas I would once again entertain open dialogue at Borough Council meetings.  I would respect and listen to people so that unpopular viewpoints that go against land development greed will be heard.  It is frustrating to watch how citizens, who have concerns about their neighborhoods, but don't know the procedures at Borough Council meetings, are not heard because they don't understand the form of participation.  I would help people be heard and loosen the form of Council meetings so that the "sacred voice" of the citizenry would once again be respected.  It saddens me that individuals aren't heard but those who can hire fancy attorneys are heard.  There is a building frustration at Council meetings because of the insulation Council has wrapped around itself.  Dialog has been shut down so Council has the feeling of invincibility.  In the absence of critical discussion and opposition there is a mistaken feeling of agreement.  This allows Council to engage in Social Engineering that weakens and ultimately kills the sacred spirit of New Hope which I spoke of above.  Remember just because you have silenced a person doesn’t mean that they are agreeing with you.

 

3.  The different parts of the town are interconnected.  Some areas are residential some are commercial.  Many areas are various combinations.  Most people moved here because New Hope represented something for them.  There are easier places to commute from.  There are cheaper place to live.  People live here because it is a safe secure environment.  But they also have that pride of place because of New Hope's dramatic histories.  Whenever I travel, wherever I go, people know New Hope.  PBS did a documentary of this town a year ago.  Why would an organization of that stature invest tens of thousands of dollars if New Hope were just like every other place?  

This difference is the Business Community as outlined by the Central Historic District.  It is the business community that provides the great shops, fantastic restaurants and night clubs, and many different attractions.  It is the business community that generates significant cash flows to the Borough coffers that help keep property taxes low.  All this while not adding to the burden and costs of the school system.  You already pay a premium to live here.  If  the downtown is developed into condos you will kill the legendary Golden Egg laying Goose.  If we stay on the present course of unbridled development that Goose will not only be killed, but it will be plucked, roasted and eaten.  Sadly those pioneers who made this town great will be forgotten at the feast.  Property values will fall and taxes will sky-rocket.  Residents must support the business community as the business community supports the residents.

 

 

How would you handle these top issues (If not already addressed by your reply to the question above)?  

 In other words, the two questions above could be asking: Where is New Hope going, or where should New Hope be going and why, and how would you get the borough there?

 

Where is New Hope going ?  I have the unusual ability to prognosticate.  My soothsayings have been documented in the past with my editorials and guest writing on the "YENTA".  I have predicted the construction projects that stubbornly fly in the face of the popular opinion of the electorate.  I hesitate to say exactly what is next.  To name it may make it come true.  But if you like what has occurred in the destruction of precious buildings downtown and wish to see the total obliteration and destruction of our beloved downtown...then keep this council in power.  They could no more destroy what has taken centuries to achieve if they planned it.

 

Steps must be taken now to restore the ECONOMIC ENGINES we have lost in town.  We have lost six restaurants: Odette’s, Zadars, Moonlight(Hacienda), Canal House, Cartwheel(yes, I know it isn't in New Hope Geographically, It is in Spirit.), Logan Inn (Only open 8 months of the year).  We are in danger of losing the Mule Barge Ride.  We must protect the Bucks County Playhouse.  Borough Government should have instituted a massive advertising campaign after the three floods, the water project and the bridge closing.  We must stop punitive legislation that extends the reach of government into your very house!  ( Council approved and adopted the INTERNATIONAL building code and International Fire Code as adopted by the UNITED NATIONS.  These codes technically give unlimited warrant-less access into YOUR home.)

I would repeal much of the social engineering enacted by council.  I would respect dialog at council meetings.  I would work to attract a large Hotel on Borough property so that we could become a convention center as was the plan under previous administrations.  I would institute disincentives to reckless development.

 

Is there anything else you'd like to say, or another issue you'd like to address?

 

I love this town and its people.  I am a member of one of the last of the founding families.  My predictions for the future of the town have proven accurate.  While I see more trouble ahead, I can also see a rebirth of the glorious spirit of our remarkable town.  This election is critical.  

Everyone must get registered to vote.  Voter registration Closes April 16th.  Go to the Bucks County Courthouse and register or come to me I have registration forms.  Get registered now...and don't cop out.  Pick a"D" or "R".  If you register as an  “Independent” or “no party” you will not have a voice in the Spring Primary.  If you register as a Democrat or a Republican you will be able to participate in the primary.  Only then can you make choices in the primary that will change the face of Council.  It is possible to effect a radical change in the make-up of Council in the Spring Primary. 

There are three seats open in the election.  All three incumbents are running on the Democratic side.  There is a fourth Democrat who is not part of the present government.  He must be selected in the primary by Democrats over one of the incumbents.  There are reasonable people left on Council who are waiting for this change.  There are reasonable incumbents running who won’t admit they would like the change.

I am the only Republican running on the ballot.  That means that there are two blank seats open on the republican Ballot.  I advocate Republicans to vote for me as the only candidate and to vote for the New Democrat as a write in.  (I would love to find another Republican to run with me).  This will change Borough Council.

 

Thanks again for the interview!

Linda

Thanks Linda for interviewing me, Bob

